
VII. Some Attempts made to prove that Herbs 
of the fame Make or Clafs for the general- 
ity, have the like Vertue and Tendency 
to wor\ the fame Effe&f.In a Difcourfe made 
before the Royal Society J?y Mr. James Petiver 
apothecary ^and Fellow of the fatd Society . 

Aving by feme Per fins been asked what Methcd 
. might be beft propofed towards the discovering of 
the Vertues of Plants, arnongft others I thought this 
might not prove an altogether uofuccefsful conjedure, 
Viz, That Plants of the fame Figure or Likenefs,have 
for the generality much the fame Vertms and Vfe . 
Efpecially if we confider, that the Organs or Structure 
of all Plants of the fame. Family or Clafs, muft have 
much the fame Veffels and Dufluis to confummate that 
Regular formation, and confequently the Juices Circu- 
lated and {trained thro' them cannot be very Heteroge- 
neous ; and that as for the moft part , the Scent and Tajl 
have great affinity, fo of courfe their Vertue likewife 
cannot be very dijfinant 

i. As for Inftance, the Her he ZfmhUifere or Trihe of 
Vmbelliferous Herbs. Thefe the Learned Mr. Ray hath 
accurately Treated of in the $tb. Book of his excel- 
lent Hiftory of Plants, pag. 406, and his Synopfis p. 63. 
and in his x^. Edition, fag. 101. as hath Mr. Dale alfo 
in his Pharmacologia, pag. xoz. 

It's the property of thefe Herbs to have the Pofition 
of their Flower* branches to proceed from one Bafis or 
Center, which expand themfelves into an Umbel, whole 
Flowers contift. of Five irregular or rather unequal, (that 
is, differing in ftiape and bigmfs) pentapetalofe Leaves, 
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from whence their Seed are produced, which are naked 
or double, or by their fplicdng feoiiia 

This Genus I • generally obferve to be endowed with 
a Carminative Tail and Smell, are powerful expellers 
of Wind, and are therefore good in all flatulent Di- 
feafes, and of great ufe in i\\&Chollkk y &c. To Initance 
a few for Example \ as if^i/i. Caraway, Cummin, Angelica $ 
Stallage, tarfy^ 'Lcv#ge f &c. 

Here is to be noted, that the Seed of Umbels are 
moft uftd, as io all thofe juft mentioned, and the Roots 
alfo of fbme 'are no lefs prevalent, Viz. che Angelica^ 
Fennel, Parfly and Smallage t and the Leaves of fbme few, 
Viz. thefe laft recited, 

2. Let us now look into another Clafs, Viz. the f lante 
Galeate and Verticiliate, Rati /3#. f/^f. lib. n. 
pag. 508. Synops. 7 7. and Ed, 2. izz. The Medicinal 
ones of this Tribe are alio Treated of in Mr. Dales 
Manuduftio ad materiam Medic am, pag. 250. Thefe are a 
Family of Plants which bear their Flowers in Rundels 
or Whorles, at more or iefs diftances round the Stalk, 
. whpfe Monopetalofe Flower 7, if we may io call 'them,being 
fbch at the bottom, being fubulofe, zommxy to the laft, 
and are generally divided into Five unequal Segments 
as the Umbels, but with this diftin&ion, that the two 
greater petala or Flower* leaves in this Tribe are fbme- 
times above, and other times below ; whereas the o- 
thers are conftantly the fame, that is always lye in the 
fame place, being expanded on a flat or plain Surface : 
The Flmers of our -Vcrticillated Plants from the dif- 
ferent Pofirion ' of their Petala, arc therefore diftin- 
guiiht under the Flora Galeate fen Labiate. The Calyx or 
Cafe to the lower, or Tubufafe parr of each Flower ferves 
alfo for it's Seed Veflel, in the bottom of which is con- 
tained, in all I have yet .obferved, 4 Seeds fet clofe to- 
gether upon a Plain, which Nature lets fallout when 
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ripe, the Husk- being always open, and commonly di- 
vided into Five Points, Adequacing the Segments of each 

flower* 

Now whereas the greateft Feme of the Vmbellife- 
mm Trihy were fpccifkd to lye in the *$W, and nrxtto 
thciii the Roots f there are tew or nam, as i have yet ob- 
served in this Genus famous for any cxtraxn-'dinary r>/- 
/m?j or Efle&s in thofe parts, but the Sovereign balm of 
thele chiefly confift in their Leaves and Husks f rather 
then the Flowers ; which laft, especially all Authors has 
hitherto given the preference to ; as for Example^ in the 
Flowers of Rofemary> Lavender and Sag*, particularly 
the firft, as the only part from which our hz&Queen of 
Hungary s Water is extracted. I will therefore take this 
occaiion to give my Reafons, for preferring that part 
which by all others has been hitherto negleded and 
flighted, or if ufed, has been by accident only orcafual- 
!y by being contiguous to the Flower. 

f would not be thought to propole this Hypothecs 
for Cheapness fake, for if my aflertion holds good, as 
I doubt not to prove it, 1 fear they will quickly fell the 
Husks as dear as the Flowers, if they find a great vend 
or a frequent demand for them. 

My Reafons for- giving the preference to the Hush 
of this Tribe, before the Flowers ,are, becaufel com- 
pionly oblerve the Calyces are the chiefeft, if not the 
only part on which I find it's Vifcous or Sulphureous Par- 
ticles to adhere, this you may very eafily perceive, not 
only by it's much ftroriger and penetrating (mell, but 
by the Clamminefsof this, far beyond the other parts, 
as is very apparent, particularly in the Husks of Sage 
and Clary j and if \?ith Spirit of Wine you make a Di- 
flillation of thefe alcne,you will find them much ftrooger 
then from a greater quantity of Flowers only, which 
being of finer und more Volatile parts, are only capable 
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of retaining what the vicinity of the ftronger and 
thicker Texture , which the Calyces are compofed of, and 
can without prejudice eafily communicate to them. 

I look upon the generality of this Tribe, to be a de- 
gree Warmer then the Jaft, and their Heat confequently 
to approach nearer to the Aromats or Spices* then the Car* 
minativesy and the Effe&s therefore to be more pecu- 
liarly appropriated to fuch Nervous Difeafes, as are 
more immk.md the Vmlellifers cannot fbquicklyreach, 
Viz Apolexits, Rpilepfies, Palfies, &c. in which cafes 
our 4 Lavendir, Rofemary, Sage, St£cha$,m& fome others, 
are Simples which all our antient Phyfnians (in theft 
ftubborn Difeafes) have very much applauded Yet at 
the lame time we rauft not forget the many Celebrated 
Effects that are owing to fome others of this Family, as 
Mint, Bawrn, Pennyroyal, Savory^ Time, Hyffop^ Marje* 
rom, Bajill, Origanum , Dittanny of Creet, Marum or 
common Maftichtime, with Marum Syriacum and fome 
other^ do Jefs Noble Kerbs of this Family, that I have 
lately received both from the Eafl and Weft-Indies^ 
which I have alio Experienced in fome Cafes- with. very 
good fucceft. 

3. We proceed mxt to thofe herbs which have a Tetra* 
petakfe Regular Flower, (by Regular I mean, fuch as have 
Four equaf petala in each Flower), thefe Mr. Ray 
Treats of in his Sixteenth Book of his Hifhry of Plants, 
and in his Sympfis St upturn Brittannkarum pag. 10 8. 
and in his Second Edition, p. 164. under the Title of 
Herts Flore Teirape^afa uniform i and by Mr, Dale in 
his Pharnwcalogia, under the fame Chara&er/^g.xpz, 
thefe in Relation to their Seed- Veflels, are tub-divided 
under two Heads. Fiz/ SiJi^ofs vel Capfulats, being 
fuch asliave their Seeds remained in long or lliort re* 
ceptades as Pmids or Capfules. 

The 
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The known Herbs of this Genus that arc rriofl com- 
monly u(ed in Phyfick, are the following, F/s, The 
Sinapi, Raphanus^ Etuca, AliiarU, Paronychia ox Whit- 
low graf$ y Sophia Chyrurgormn^ Eryfimum^ Nafturti&w, 
Cochearis utriufg; with ibme others. 

The mod EfTential Venue and ufe of the Herbs of 
this Clafs I obferve are more particularly in the Leaves 
and Seed, and next them the Roots, and if any parts 
are flighed, it's the / lowers and Podds, 

The Leaves are more particularly ufcd in the Wa- 
ter and Garden Crejjes^ Sea- and Garden Scurvy grafs, 
Hedge-Mnftard) Herts % or Sciatica Crejfes, Lepidium feu 
Piperitis Oilieinarum, Cardamine^ Bur/a paftoris, &c 
To which may be added our Cabbage, Coleworts, Sa- 
voys,, Sprout s i &e. which are of this Tribe alfo; and 
tho* they are of no- great Reputation in Phyfuk, yet 
for fctue Ages pall they have got no final! efleem in 
the Kitchen. 

O hers of this Family that are more peculiarly c* 
minent for the Ferine contained in their Seed, are the 
Common Muftard and Rape, the Jhlafpi Diofcoridis or 
Treacle Muftard, the Eruca or Rocket, ami Sophia Chy* 
turgor urn or Flixweed, the S^cd of which I a ft I am 
informed, by a very Worthy Member of" this Society, 
hath for fbrne Years paft been ufed by feveral People 
in the North of England*, for the Stone and Gravel with 
with very good fuccefe. The like hint, if I miftake nor, 
Signior Paul Boccone gives us in his late Italian Bock 9 
Intitlcd Mufeo di Fi/fca. 

We come now to the Roots, Two or Three of which 
have gained no fmall repute, as well in Diet as Phy~ 
jick, Viz. The Radifhes, both Garden and Spapijh 9 (\vh\ch 
is the large Black-rooted ;) as alio the Wild or Horfe Ra- 
dip, and to thtfe the round and long Rooted Turnep 
mult be added. 

Mofl 
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'Mod of this Tr/ktfmd f the' they are hot like the 
twb kit, viz. tlm Umbdlikrx and Verticillata?, yet 
they exert their power in a much different manner, to 
Wit, by a Diurctick volatile Salt % and are found ,mo(t pr» 
vaient and effectual io Chronick Difeafes, as the &cw~ 
vfiDropffr Gcstt, Jaundice > raid other ill habits of the 
Body, where the iJ/W is vitiated, rather in it's Par- 
tides, then irregular Motion readying off it's impurity 
by a Diureti.ck Dlfcrsfis or discharge of the offending 
Heterogeneos Saks therein contained, and confequ ntly 
by purification^ difpofing of it to a better, or more fane 
difpofkion. 

Whether i\vdh conje&ures agree' with the opinion of 
feme FraSimoHcrs of Phyfuk., I know not, bn* I am 
certain the dfe&s of many ol Uiefe Heris r as Water- 
Crejfes, Garden and Sea Scurvy* grift, with frUftard feed y 
sod Garden and //<=>•;/£ Radijh > uch are all or this /*#- 
mi/y, are by moft, if not all Phyfitians, as well Antient 
as Mordern, - allowed - to be tXiiiiuruaiary Diurctick* 
and Anti fcorluticks. 

Something more might be (aid on tfiefe Heads y and 
fome other Claffe*^ which at another time I lliaii endea- 
vour to lllultrate, if what I ha*e iio-e already humbly 
offered, may be thought Worthy che acceptance of fo 
lllujlriou* and Learned a Society 

May the totb. 
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